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__For? Freedom and)Nationality, '

s, O, MERCER, Editor,

WUNDAY MORNING, MAY 25, 1802

Washington Correspondence,
The letter which we publish from
Washington was written for the Union
by a gontleman of fine akility, for many
years aresident at the capital.

—————
Martial Law and Confisention.

“"'he New York Jownel of Commerre of
the 20th instant has a very labored and
uot very lucid article on martial law, t.bf
whole argument. of which is designed 0
prove that the Government has no right
to divest a rebel of his property perma-
nently. It saye: "“There is a war
power under the Constitation, but it has

no legal effect beyond or against the

Congtitation. It may be exercised for
oertain purpoges, must be exercised
<onstitutionally. man killed in war
in killed constitutionally, and properly
destroyed in supprMsing an insurrection
is destroged constitutionally. But these
"are acts of war, accomplished by the
war, and the war power cannot destroy
property by proclamation, or produce
permanent legal disabilities 1o hold
property.”

14 says again, that & “General may, for
the purposes of war, have the power fo
take.s slave from his master, loyal or

‘wlisloyal, and employ him for Govern-
ment. Or he may, for war purposes,
prevent the master from exercising au-
“thority over the slave. But the preperty
vof the master in'the slave is not affected,
“and the instant that the physical and
actual deprivation of the use of the slave
s discontinued by the general, that in-
stant the master resumes his right.”

Without casting the slightest imputa-
tion upon the loyalty of the Journal of

SCommerce, we must acknowledge our in-
‘ability to understand the object of its
efforts, with thoge of some other North-
ern journals, fo prove that the Govern-
sugent should serupulously respeet the
rights of a Rebel and a traitor; arrayed
in arms.against iteelf, and secking its
overthrow, to the undisturbed possession

“of bLis property. Is the vigorsus and
suceessfyl proscoution of this war a
matter so trivial that the loyal people

,<an sfford 1o turn aside from the block-
ade of the coast, from Kiehmond, frotn
" Corinth, and from the guerrillas of Mie-
gouri, Tennessee and Southern Kentucky,
to return some rebel’s runaway horse or
negro, or to pay him for provender and
provisions taken: from his farm? So far
ig ikis from being the case, that we

*make the assertion, which is sustained
by the general voice of history, that the

, ey last question which showld comorn us, 13
the protetion .of the property of lraitors,

Saecking the destruction of the Goverrament,
ond the enslavement ¢f loyal people. If,
a8 the Journal of Commerce asseris,
‘i {lse instant that the goneral discontin-
ves the aotual deprivation of the slave,
{hat instant the master resumes his
yight,” will not this rule be as applica-
ble to the pungor the lead, or the pow-
dor. or the warlike stores of the Hebel
armies ? 'The Journal makes no diseri-
mination between taking property from
a loyalist and a disloyalist. It coolly
Eum:n-s the fact that treason has always
been regarded by universal consent as
antlawing the offender aud stripping him
of his civil vights and privileges. It is,
in fact, political puicide—a civil felo de se.
We hear far more shout respecting the
constitutional righta of rebels; who are
trying to destroy the Constituticn, from
gomne quarters, than we do about quelling
tho rebellion. We are told that we must
carry on Lhis war acoording to the Con-
gtitatidn,
men, but not as respects velels in arma agains
tig Government. The Government was
inatitoted to protect the rights of faithful
citizens, not of those who have disfran-
chised shemselves. The Constitution is
4 bond and covenaut to be observed be-
tweon curgelves, not a8 regards enemies
whoe oare endeavoring (o destroy our
whole political fabric. In other words,
wo do not recognizge the Constitution as
conferring woy privileges on those who
claim 2o be svithout its pale. The Juurnal

brands a8 “eadical” the idea of an indefi-
nite war power. Why, all war power r_uunl!,
in its very nature, be indefinite War is
fothing but violence. 1@ whole opernt_:uu

§s one of cmwpulaion, of farce, of coercion.
The best war ever waged cam be nothing
after all but & most fearfial necessily, aud
thew whose wickedness and folly Liave
brought it on should be (he very lagt to

Granted, w fur as rospects loyal

this article with an extract from a recent

hoof Mnﬂlmduamlﬁ“ man,
mator Wright, of Indians;on the Con-
fiseation bill a2 somewhat pertinent to
this matter: :

I have no patience for long disquisi-
tions upon the power of Congress Lo pass
an act of confiscation. It is not denied
that we have the power (o declare war
and to suppress rebellion, have we not
also the power for the vigorous and suc-
cessful prosecution of thege objecta? The
greater power certainly includes the less-
erone. By depriving the rebels of their
means of continving this rebellion, we
o » greal way towards securing its ex-
tinction. But away with these quibbles
about the constitutionality of this pro-
poaition or that proposition. Instead of
granting powers, and also affording all
the necessary means for their exesution,
it would séem to be the belief of those
who 80 frequently ndvance the objection
of unconstitationality, that the Constitu-
tion has conferred powers uever intend-
ing they should be exercised; that it is
80 fettegsed as to be incapable of making
a struggle for the preservation of the in-
tegtity of the Government to which it
gave birth. 1 may say, sir, outside of all
questions of constitutionality in times of
great peril to gur free institutions, when
recreant and disloyal citivens Sn & large
portion of the country rise in rebellion,
spurn the Constitution, defy the laws,
and resist the authority of the Govern-
ment, there is one duty supreme and ab-
sorbing, a duty te which all others are
subordinate—rie duly of self-preservation,
the safety of the Union from disruption, and
of Ut comatitudion from anméhilaton. Eve-
rything opposed to the existence of the
Government must be made to yield, or
swept off with an iron hand. 1'Zal the
Slate may live, all minor considerations
must be neglected, all inferior interests
must perigh.

I wish to refer for a moment, to the
character of the war in which we are
now engaged, in order that the mind may
not be led astray by citations from and
references to authorities which have and
can bave no application to this subject,
There are two kinds of war; the one |
mway denominate s perfect war and the
other & mixed war. A perfect war is
where one nation declares war against
another nation; and it has laws which
are a8 well understood, and which must
be sdhered to as strictly, as any other
laws. A mixed war, on the contrary, is
a rebellion or insurrection of a portion of
the people of a country against the Gov-
ernment. It is againet law, in deflance of
suthority, and meets with no encourage-
ment from the laws of nations. In a per-
fect war, the citizens, or subjects of one
couniry are each and all the enemies of
the citizens or subjects with which it is
carrying on hostilities. They are so re-
cognized and so freated in the laws of
war. There is no exception. All those
owing allegiance to the one nation are the
foes of the other. It is far different in a
mixed war. Inthal case, the loyal citi-
zens are the enemies of the disloyal citi-
Z¢ns,

When we declare war sgainst the re-
bellion in the Souch we do not declare war
againat the States, nor againstindepen-
dent nationalities. Our hosgtilities are
only directed against those who have
taken up arms againgl the Government,
and those who render them assistance;
and the end which we seek is the sup-~
preasion of the insurrection and the res-
toration of order. We do not declare
that the citizens of all {he secession States
shiall be conpidered ag alien enemies; that
the innocent shall be involved in ruin
with the gnilty; that there shall be no
disorimination between those who are
loyal and those who ave disloyal; but we
ask, and in nomeasure more plainly than
the one before us, that there shall be a
discrimination, that there shall be a me-
thod of determining between the true
mén and the false, and where we shall
intliet severe punighment and where ex.
tend thg protecting hielp or the clemency
of thig Government.

A war, Sll’il‘llj" Bpt:nkillg, 18 between
independent powérs, Its laws are o
branch of that code known as interna-
tional law, No single member of the
family of nations can establish, slter or
amend them; but a suggestion made by
one Power becomes, when approved by
others, & part of the code, Our present
contest may, on the contrary, as 1 have
sald, be called a mixed war—one of the
parties standing to the other in the dou-
ble relation of enemies and citizens. In
other words, it is amere mulliplication
of eripnes committed by individual citi-
zens until the attempt of the Government
to put them down has grown o the di-
mensions and agsnmed the name of a war;
which erimes may be dealt with In de-
tail under the names of murder, thell,
arson, as the case may be, or compreliend-
ed undor the name of treason, which ex-

[regscs ihe animus of the whole,
. C — ——

We see it stated that s German paper
annowses the formation in Berlin of a So-
viety fer the abelition ef Christianity.
We advige the Scclety toelect Dr. Meler-
rin, Elder Graves and some other Nash-
ville clergymen honorary members. We
know of no jnen who will labar more dil-
igently to accomplish the purpose of the
Soeiety or who will do more lo briag re-
prosch upon the canse of Christianity,
—

Miss Mary King, of Elizabeth town-
ship, in this couuty, ‘made eighty -two
pounds of good sugar, seven gallons of
molagses, and forty-five gallong of beer,
from nine sugar trees, this spring.

Sweet Mary! What a2 wopld this
would bo if it enly had more lugees 1 ko

yot,

‘comMplaln of th terrors. We sball close |

“Obacure Cobblers.”

That organ of rebellion, the Atlants
Confederacy, edited by fhree a8 consum=«
mate snohs as ever licked the boots of &
colton oligarch, in noticing the call for
a Union Convention in this city, says that

“The list of signatares included every
Enda of men from the prominentand in-

nentinl gtatesman to the most obscure
cobler.

Several gentlemen in our city dre inti-
mately scquainted with the social, moral
and political standing of » hrg; number
of the signers to this call. ith very
few exceptions, they are old-treacherous,
uncompromising Unionists and Yankees,
or men of base character, (and we judge
that both these qualities are frequently
combined in the same individual.) Some
of these petitioners have heid high ‘Eo-
sitions, and were prominent men; bul
these who know them intimately have
long ‘known them to be vile, unprinci-
pled, and sunk down deep in the slime
of corruption. They have seemed to
acquiesce and give in their adhegionto the

the Yankees have temporarily overrun
the country, they have shown the dishon-
est stufl’ lﬂey are made of. If we had
gpace, woe would publish the list. It
ought to be preserved. When the Yan-
kees are driven ouly. every one of them
that can be canght should suffer the extreme

penally of base (reason.
There are a few names in the list which

we should have sought for anywheore else
than to & call for the people of Tennesser
to return to bondage. But goitis. There
are traitorsand unprincipled scoundrels
the world over—sometimes found among
those with whom we should least have
expected to find such material. 2t will
bewell for these traitors to keep oud of our
reach hereafler."

These editors, whose names are Geo.
W. Adair, J. Henly Smith and 8. C.
Smith, and who speak so contemptously
of “obscure cobblers,” are the same fel-
lows who said that “ the gentlemen of the
South cannot submit to associate as privetes
with degraded voluntegrs.,” What business
bave “poor white trash,” *mudsills,”
and “eobscure cobblers” atiempting to
interfere with aristocratic planters ? The
editors are a good illustration of the
truth of their remark that “ there are
traitors and scoundrels the world over.”
They abound in the Confederasy, and
cspecially in the Atlanta Confederacy.
There is no danger that any of the sign-
ors of the call will ever get in reach of
the three-headed Cerbgrus who lurks in
the Atlantic office, for whenever the Un-
ion flag comes within ten miles of Atlan-
tn these swell head and whisky-tub
editors, who yelp around the heels of such
men 88 Gov. Campbell, Gov. Johnson and
Jordan Stokes, will be running like wild
deer in the oppoﬂlg:l:iuctim.

Singular Injunction.

A cnrrespondent of the Atlanta Con-
Jfederacy, writing from Corinth, speaks of
picking up & lot of letters belonging to
I'ederal soldiers, “one of which,” he
gays, “ written by a sister to a brother,
containg the following singular injune-

tion'":

“Pe a good boy, Charles, and if you
pee & seseshenist in distress, help him if
it is in your power—even if it ia Jeff
Davis his self.”

Thelinjunction we think is a very_hu-
mane and generous one, and for (hat very
reason may hiave appeared “singular’ to
a rebel.  How differently did that warm
hearted Union girl feel and write from
those ferocions rebel Amazons who asked
tYeir sweethearts to send them a “Yan-
kee scalp.” These litile incidents sirik-
ingly illustrate the werld-wide gulf
which rolls between the magnanimity of
loyally and the malignity and venom of

treason.
S R R Sa—

We find the following in the Washing-
ton dispatches to the New York Journal
-:f Commerce :

Rumors have reached this city to the
elfoct that the public affairs at Nashville
are not as satisfactory as they might be.
The rigid administration of Governor
Johnson is said to have undergone a
chavge, and it is feared that he is think-
iog more of his own private welfare than

15 quito natural for one whoe has been so
very biltor against the rebels.

Will the Jownal of Commerce do Goy-
ernor Jomysow the jugtico to give the
above and total
contradietion Y There 15 not the least
foundatien for this foolish calumny, |
which was mulm!btedly starled by a
digloyalist.
E——

When Mobile falls, the entire State of
Alabama falls with it, for the rivers of the
Btate—the Tumbighct‘, ihe Tensaw, the
Alabama, &o.—traverse ils whole surface
from porth to south, and are savigable by
our invulnerable gunboats, not enly te
Montgomery, the first rebel capital, but
to nearly all other points of value.

i

siatement an absolule

Tt is ostimated that the property des-
troyad by the rebels since the war com.
menced, to prevent the same from falling
inlo Unios bhands, amounts to §70,000-

0

Confederate government; but now thai |

- "'“Muummm

The Atlanta (O.) Confederacy, of the
:'g now before us, conitaine » loog ex-
ot from the Richmond Eraminer, from
which wo take the following signal in-
#lance of the atrocious and savage spirit

of the rebel armies :

Many of the women and children es-
oA m Norfolk, and others were in
great distressa at not being able to get
away. We hear that groupa of ladies in
the glroets, with tears in their eyes, ap-
pealed to our hurrying soldiers to pro-
tect them. One hasty sympathizer with
the Yankees is reported to have been
killed by our troops. The report, as we
get it from a lpulengar from Norfolk, ia
that & man of the name of Parham, said
to be a brother of the Provost Marshal,
seeing a Confederate artillery company
driving through the sitreete, and mistaks
ing them for Yankee troops, dashed into
the strect, waving his hat, and bawling,
“Huorrab for Lincoln.” MHe was imme-
diately seized and put to death Ly our troops

The New Orleans newspapers told us
a few days ago of the butchery of six
citizens of that place by the rebel troops,
who, hearing them cheer the national
fiag, on its arrival there, actually fired on
them in a crowd of women and childeen.
These examples, signally illustrate the
utterly diabolical and brutal vindictive-
ness of many of the rebels. They seem
to enap and strike aboul them like a ser-
pent broiling in a hot flame,

—_—  ——— .

The Utica (N. Y.) Herald makes the
following very pertinent and just re-
marks on the obstacles in the way of the
Union cause in the seceded States, and
their probable disappearance,

Tennessee may be taken as a “speci-
men brick.” What has occurfed there
is destined to become general throughout
the rebel States. Every objection that
can be raiged against the probability of
the return of loyalty in the States, now
wholly in rebellion, has been gimilarly
urged against Tennessee; with how
much reason, let this Union Convention
testify. 8o long as the rebellion is sus-
tained, there are many motives tending
to keep up o hostile feeling towards the
Federal Government. Seotional pride
shrinks from the idea of being defeated
in arms. The prospect of panishment
for treason miakes many desperate in
their devotion to a canse in which they
hope to find shelter against justice. The
indebtedness of Southern traders to the
North makes the majority of that class
desire the success of secession a5 & means
of abgolving them from their debis. The
circulation of  two hundred millions of
dollars in shinplasters through Secessia
doubtless appears to their numerous
holders a powerful argument for main-
taining the Confederacy, in order to give
them a permavent value. And the fact
that nearly every family in the South
has some of its members or relatives in
the robel army, can have no other tenden-
cy than to induce a general and actiye
sympathy with the rebel cause. There
is, however, nothing in all these motives
to digloyalty that may not receive its
death-blow by the success of our arms,
The chief causes of the existing disloy-
alty have had their origin in the war it-
golf, rather than from any antecedent

and decp-rooted dissatisfaction with
Tederal institutions.
When, therefore, these {emporary

causes of bad feeling are removed by end-
ing the war, we may expeot to find the
people generally falling back upon their
old feeling of devotion to the Union.
This, at least, is the moral of the Ten-
nessee Union Convention.

Few persons at a distance can com-
prebend and realize the infinite phases of

Ugion capse in this State. Does a sol-
dier retars home from the rebel army?
A runner is ingtantly dispatohied to him
with the startling warning fo keep dark
or Governor Johnson will put him in
jail.  Does a planter wish to sell his
ecotton? A rebel ringleader tolls bhim
that an order has been igsned to confis-
oate his cotton, and that he ought to de-
slroy it immediately. And we could
give hundreds of such cages. DBut the
Union men are a& patient, as resolute and
persevering as their foes are reckless,
violent and unsorupalous. 1t ks not dif-
fidult then to foresee the final result of
this warfare botween patriotie determi-
nation and_treasonable violence. ' JHsop
velates that the Sun and the North wind
once made a trisl of their strength. Old

Boreas blew with all his might upon the
traveller, but the traveller only drew his
cloak more closely aronnd him and jour-
neyed along. But when the sun emerg-
ed from the clouds, and poured down
his noiseless and steady blaze, the trav.
eller was forced to throw off his cloak
and, overpowered by the heal, to st reteh
himself wunder the ghade of a friendly
tree.

—— e ———_—

The editors of the Sowdhern Confidleracy
#ay that they are nol satsunished at our
falschoods, Now these fellows needn's
expect to be astopished gl & falschood.
They tell 30 many every day, that fi-
miliarity has bred contempl, Buf
wouldo't the irufh astonish the rascals?

opposition shown by leading rebels to the |,
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